CIVILISATION AT END OF PERIOD OP CONQUEST        341

conformed to the standard furnished by the life and teaching of their fathers
and elder relatives, and in their life at home and abroad they acquired the
knowledge and capacity which fitted them for the government of the state
and the leadership of armies. A youth of moderate gifts could thus make
himself a capable statesman and general, and could easily attain to the same
official rank as his father. But a man of the lower class seldom succeeded,
It was only by the greatest talent that a new man (homo novus") could rise to
any high office, unless his rise was due to the democratic opposition, which
from a feeling of spite to the upper
class insisted on seeing equality of
power prevail.

It was under the government of
this new aristocracy that Rome laid
the foundation of her new world-
wide power. The subjection of
Italy was completed and the Roman
dominion had been extended over
the majority of the countries of the
Mediterranean Sea. But it was
just this ever increasing extension
of the empire which forcibly im-
pelled the nobilitas to unite them-
selves in an exclusive community
and so to get the reins of government
into their own hands. Continual
wars gave rise to the necessity of
having a group of men of more than
ordinary reliability who could de-
vote themselves exclusively to state
affairs.

Before the Punic Wars the aris-
tocracy had to a certain extent
formed itself into a party against
which the people soon gathered in
opposition.

The nobility used their influ-
ential position to appropriate the
whole administration of the state.
In the senate the exclusive circle of

noble families ruled, and the highest official positions were given only
to men of their party. The censorship, a position of the greatest power
and consideration, was an important office in their hands ; it was regarded
as the chief of all state dignities. Hence the aristocracy used every means
to prevent a man of the plebeian order from acquiring that position. The
duty of the censors was to keep the senate as free as possible from all
unaristocratic elements, for they were empowered to nominate the members of
the senate and to disqualify for admission to it. There was another way
of entering the senate besides that of nomination by the censor; anyone
who had occupied a eurule chair was entitled to a seat and a voice in the
senate. But the choice of the higher officials was in a certain degree in
the hands of the consul, who generally belonged to the aristocracy; and as
president of the centuriate assembly he could reject any candidate of whom
he did not approve.

A EOMAX NOBLE